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driver’s seat in your life, not take you further
and further out of it.

[A participant thanked the President and the
Vice President for support of the V-chip legis-
lation to empower parents.]

The President. It’s still the most impor-
tant work in this society. It’s everybody’s
most important job.

Participants. Thank you.
The President. Thank you very much.

Thanks again for having me here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. at the
residence of Ric and Jean Voigt. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in
London, United Kingdom
February 10, 1996

The President. Good morning. I have a
few words to say about yesterday’s terrorist
bombing in London. As all of us know, it
injured scores of people. Let me begin by
saying that I know I speak for all Americans
who join Hillary and me in praying for those
who were hurt and for their speedy recovery.
We also hope that those responsible for this
terrible and cowardly act are quickly brought
to justice.

There can be no doubt about the purpose
of this attack. This attack was aimed at the
growing prospects for peace, a just and last-
ing peace in Northern Ireland. I am deeply
concerned by reports that the Irish Repub-
lican Army has announced an end to the
cease-fire. The cease-fire and the good will
and hard work of the parties to the Irish con-
flict have given the people of Northern Ire-
land the greatest gift of all: the simple bless-
ings of a normal life.

Since the cease-fire went into effect a year
and a half ago, people of all faiths have been
able to go about their daily lives without the
disruption of searches and roadblocks, and
especially without fear of the bullet and the
bomb. We must not turn away from that path
now.

I know that the overwhelming majority of
the people of Northern Ireland, Catholic and
Protestant alike, want to stay on the path of

peace. During my visit there last year I could
see for myself that the demand for peace was
lasting. No one and no organization has the
right to deny the people of Northern Ireland
a peaceful future, and I am determined to
do all that I can to see that the enemies of
peace do not succeed.

Last night I spoke to the British Prime
Minister, John Major, to express our shock
and sadness over this event. I also spoke to
the Irish Prime Minister, John Bruton. I as-
sured both of them that America would con-
tinue to be committed to work for a nego-
tiated, secure peace.

Let me say again that this terrible incident
reminds me of a lesson I have learned in
working for peace throughout the world in
the last 3 years. The real differences in our
world are not between Catholics and Protes-
tants, Arabs and Jews, Muslims, Croats, and
Serbs, they are between those who embrace
peace and those who reject it, those who look
to the future and those who are blinded by
the hatreds of the past, those who open their
arms and those who are determined to keep
clenching their fists.

We all have to choose. The people of
Northern Ireland have chosen peace. They
do not deserve to have a small group choose
bloodshed and violence and wreck the peace-
ful life they long for. And the people of Great
Britain do not deserve to have this violence
wreaked upon them. We will not stop in our
efforts until peace has been secured.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:47 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Iowa City, IA.

The President’s Radio Address
February 10, 1996

Good morning. Today I want to talk with
you about our families and our future—a fu-
ture of great possibilities and strong chal-
lenges, challenges we cannot meet with Gov-
ernment alone, but we can’t meet them by
letting people fend for themselves, either.
We have to go forward together.

In my State of the Union Address, I out-
lined our seven biggest challenges for the fu-
ture, challenges we must meet if we are going
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to make the American dream available to all
our people and unite our country around our
shared values.

Those seven are: strengthening our fami-
lies and giving our children better child-
hoods; providing better education for all
Americans; enhancing the security of work-
ing families through access to health care,
lifetime education and training and secure
pensions; fighting crime and gangs and drugs
until crime is the exception, not the rule, in
America again; protecting our environment;
maintaining our world leadership for peace
and freedom; and continuing to reform and
reinvent our Government so that it does a
better job at less cost in helping our people
to make the most of their own lives, and solve
our problems together.

Our first, and in many ways our most im-
portant, challenge is to strengthen our fami-
lies and improve childhood for all of our chil-
dren. Our children are shaped by many
forces, first and foremost by their parents,
but also by other relatives, schools, places of
worship, their peers, their communities, and
the larger economic and social forces of our
time.

If the first years of a child’s life go right,
with engaged, caring parents to love and en-
courage them, to teach them right from
wrong, it can mean the difference between
a lifetime of fulfillment and a lifetime of frus-
tration and disappointment. It can also mean
the difference between an America prepared
to meet the challenges of the 21st century
and an America that is not.

These days, most parents are working
harder just to make ends meet; so it’s an even
greater challenge to spend the time, the en-
ergy, the concentration necessary to get chil-
dren off to a good start. And it’s a tougher
job because our children are subject to so
many outside forces that can undermine their
growing up.

Sadly, too many of our children are grow-
ing up without parents; others are abused or
neglected by their parents; others have par-
ents who simply don’t know how to be strong,
positive forces, the kind of forces every child
needs in his or her life. Too often, these par-
ents become shadows on the outskirts of
their children’s lives.

We know that when parents are absent or
abusive the results can be tragic. Recently
in Chicago a 5-year-old boy was held 14 sto-
ries above the pavement by a 10-year-old and
an 11-year-old, and dropped to his death.
The boys who did the killing were essentially
parentless, with both fathers in prison. In
New York, a 6-year-old girl was beaten and
tortured to death by her own mother.

We know neglect can be bad, too, and not
just in physical ways. Just this week, another
national study confirmed the destructive im-
pact on children of being permitted to watch
excessive violence on television for hours and
hours a day, year after year after year. Be-
yond that, we all know of the threats to our
children outside the family. We must do a
better job of dealing with these challenges.

The sad fact is that while the overall crime
rate is going down, crime among juveniles
is still going up. While the overall drug use
rate is going down, drug use among our chil-
dren is still going up. When we lose these
children, we suffer terrible individual losses
and more; we lose a piece of our shared fu-
ture.

I know today’s parents face tough chal-
lenges. This information and technology rev-
olution in the new global economy we’re ex-
periencing is transforming the world to a de-
gree seldom seen in history. Many of these
changes are good, but let’s face it, many of
them put extra tremendous stress on Ameri-
ca’s parents, financial and otherwise.

That’s why we’ve worked hard to help par-
ents in building strong families and bright
futures for their children with things like the
Family and Medical Leave Act so parents
won’t have to sacrifice their jobs when there’s
a baby born or family emergencies, with in-
vestments in Head Start and immunization
so our children get off to a healthy start, with
the earned-income tax credit, which this year
will cut taxes for working families with in-
comes of less than $27,000 so that no families
with full-time workers and children will be
in poverty, with record amounts of child sup-
port collected, and with successful new ef-
forts to make our streets and schools safer—
100,000 more police, things like the Brady
law, which has now kept 40,000 criminals
from getting handguns.
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Just this week I signed the Telecommuni-
cations Act of 1996 which gives the parents
the V-chip so they can take greater respon-
sibility for their children’s lives and help
them to kick the degrading influence of ex-
cessive television violence and other inappro-
priate programming out of their house.

Now we’re working hard to pass bipartisan
legislation to prevent insurance companies
from dropping people when they switch jobs
or when their family members or they have
preexisting health conditions. A sick child is
enough weight on your shoulders without
threatening the family’s insurance. We’re try-
ing to pass welfare reform which supports
both work and childrearing, and we ought
to raise the minimum wage. No parent can
raise a child on $4.25 a hour, though millions
are trying to do just that.

Government will continue to do its part.
But governments don’t raise children; par-
ents do, and no program can ever replace
parents teaching their children right from
wrong and helping them to grow into strong,
self-confident citizens. We can give you the
V-chip, but you have to use it. We can make
dads send checks to support their children,
but a check is no substitute for a parent’s
love and guidance.

We can continue to improve our schools,
but what happens in the classroom depends
in part on what happens at home, before and
after school. We can pass laws to help fami-
lies, but families must help themselves with
parents respecting each other, keeping vio-
lence out of the home, challenging each
other to work harder to stay together. Di-
vorce may be easier than staying together for
parents, but usually it’s tougher for the kids.

So to every parent I say: Turn off the TV
more. Get to know your child’s teacher.
Spend time together. Read and learn to-
gether. Above all, teach your child right from
wrong. If parents do their job and the rest
of us, including Government, do our part,
America’s future will be assured because we
work together.

The Bible asks: ‘‘If your child asks for
bread, would you give him a stone? If he
asks for fish, would you give him a serpent?
If he asks for an egg, would you give him
a scorpion?’’ Our children are what we give
them, what we teach them. We dare not for-

get that basic truth. Their lives and our com-
mon future depend upon it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
8:15 a.m. on February 10 in the Oval Office for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m.

Remarks to the Community in Iowa
City, Iowa
February 10, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Erin.
Thank you to the University of Iowa Band.
You were great. I thank the basketball team
for ending their practice early so we could
come and gather, and I hope they have prac-
ticed enough to do very well. I think they
have.

I congratulate the University of Iowa on
all of its successes, athletic and academic, and
I think we should, in addition to football and
women’s and men’s basketball, mention the
long success of the wrestling team here,
which has always impressed me.

I want to thank Allison Miller, who spoke
here before, for her work on the Clinton-
Gore campaign. And I thank Bob Rush for
running for Congress and trying to change
the direction of the House of Representa-
tives. I want to thank the Iowans who have
contributed to the success of our administra-
tion, and in particular two: your former attor-
ney general, Bonnie Campbell, who directs
our Office of Violence Against Women; and
the President of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation, who directs jobs for
America by getting investments abroad, Ruth
Harkin. I thank her for the wonderful job
she has done.

You know, I’m glad to be back in Iowa,
and I was glad to hear Senator Harkin giving
you all those reasons you should vote in the
caucus in just a couple of days. He didn’t
give you the best reason of all, from my pure-
ly selfish point of view. You see, I’ve always
admired the Iowa caucuses, and the last time
I ran, for some reason, I could get almost
no votes here. [Laughter] And so I would
like just one time before I have to retire from
politics to get a great vote in the Iowa caucus.
So I ask you to please go out and do that.
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